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PRELUDE BY THE ORGANIST 
Professor David Schaller 

 

ADDRESS 
(Liturgist) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING OF PSALM 116 
Liturgist: What shall I render to the LORD 
Congregation: for all His benefits to me?  
 

Liturgist: I will lift up the cup of salvation.  
Congregation: and call on the name of the LORD, 
 

Liturgist: I will pay my vows to the LORD 
Congregation: In the presence of all His people.  
 

Liturgist: Precious in the sight of the LORD 
Congregation: Is the death of His saints. 
 

Liturgist: O LORD, I am Your servant; 
Congregation: I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant. 
You have loosed my bonds. 
 

Liturgist: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving.  
Congregation: and call on the name of the LORD. 
 

Liturgist: I will pay my vows to the LORD  
Congregation: in the presence of all His people. 
 

Liturgist: in the courts of the house of the LORD, 
Congregation: In your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 
 
 
 

http://www.calvary.clclutheran.org/


PRAYER 
 

OPENING HYMN: 757 - “Christ Triumphant, Ever Reigning” 
 

INVOCATION  
Liturgist: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (Spoken) “Amen.” 
 

Liturgist:  

This evening, we come at the Lord’s invitation to examine our hearts, 
confess our sins and receive of Him confirmation that our sins stand 
forgiven.  The Savior confirms to us in the most personal of ways that He 
gave His Body and shed His Blood to bring about our rescue.  Whoever 
eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing the Word and 
promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 

May the Almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by His Holy Spirit, comfort us through His Supper.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Liturgist: Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

Congregation: slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Liturgist: Let us rend our hearts, confessing our sins to God, our Father. 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by our own hands, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. Have mercy on us in Your son. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us , so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your name. Amen. 
 

Liturgist: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. He has opened His hands to give 
you the free blessings of the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. As a 
called servant of Christ, and at His direction, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (Spoken) ”Amen.” 
 
 
 

 



PRAYER (Liturgist) 

O Lord, in this Sacrament You graciously come to us as both host and 
meal. Grant that Your precious body and blood will so strengthen us 
that in our thinking, speaking, and acting we may show forth the 
covenant of Your grace in which we live; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Congregation: (Spoken) ”Amen.” 
 

OT LESSON                     DEUTERONOMY 6:4-9 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.*  
 

GLDC CHOIR:                                              HOLY, HOLY, HOLY!  
 

EPISTLE LESSON:                                          ROMANS 5:6-11 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For 
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. *  
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL LESSON:                                               JOHN 15:9-17 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as 
I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full.  
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love 
one another.  
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:                     THE SECOND ARTICLE 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased 
and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the 
devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 
with His innocent suffering and death,  
 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
 

This is most certainly true. 



HYMN: 245 - “God Loved the World So that He Gave” 
 

THE SERMON:                                             1 JOHN 4:7-11, 16-21 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was 
manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another.  
 

16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in 
him.  
 

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this 
world.  
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because 
fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect 
in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us.  
 

20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; 
for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can 
he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we 
have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 
** 

LOVE IS WHAT GOD MAKES IT 
 

Our preacher this evening is Pastor Stefan Sonnenfeld, who serves our 
sister congregation Redeemer Lutheran in Sister Lakes/Dowagiac, 
Michigan.  

 

THE OFFERTORY  
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from your presence. Take not Your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. 
Uphold with Your Spirit free. 
 
 



THE OFFERINGS OF THANKFUL HEARTS  
We express our thanksgiving for what the Savior Jesus has done for us by 
supporting His Work with our time, talents and gifts.  Should you wish to 
leave a gift, there are offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary.   
 

THE OFFERING HYMN                                      (TLH 207:2-4) 
♫  Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious! Thanks to Thee, O Lord of 
Life! Death hath now no power o'er us, Thou hast conquered in 
the strife. Thanks because Thou didst arise And hast opened 
Paradise! None can fully sing the glory Of the resurrection story. 
 

♫  Though I be by sin o'ertaken, Though I lie in helplessness, 
Though I be by friends forsaken And must suffer sore distress, 
Though I be despised, contemned, And by all the world 
condemned, Though the dark grave yawn before me, Yet the light 
of hope shines o'er me. 
 

♫  Thou hast died for my transgression, All my sins on Thee were 
laid; Thou hast won for me salvation, On the cross my debt was 
paid. From the grave I shall arise And shall meet Thee in the skies. 
Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory. 
 

PRAYER(S) /THE LORD’S PRAYER  
HYMN: 767 - “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT:                      
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Liturgist: It is truly good, right and spiritually beneficial that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, into 
whose hands You gave the awesome task of perfectly fulfilling Your 
holy Law, and offering Himself as the one and only sacrifice sufficient 
to redeem humankind. Into Your hands He commended His life so that 
from His hands we might receive eternal life. 

 



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                          
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 
 

Liturgist: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Congregation: (Spoken) “Amen.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT: 
 In the early church, Communion was thought of so highly that no one 

except confirmed members of the church were 
allowed even to watch it.  This practice was more 
strict than necessary, of course.  But the early church 
did understand something that many today do not: 
that Communion was never intended for 
indiscriminate use by everyone, but was restricted to 
those who are properly prepared.  If you have never 
communed with us before, and desire the benefits of 

the Lord's Supper, please set up an appointment with the pastor to 
discuss how you can prepare properly. The Lord’s Supper will be 
received standing or seated in the pews.  You are asked to dispose 
of the empties in one of the disposals near the front of the sanctuary.  
 
 

 
 
 



O LORD, NOW LET YOUR SERVANT 
♫ O Lord, now let your servant Depart in heav’n-ly peace, 
 For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:  
 A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 
 The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.  
 

♫ All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,  
 All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three-in-One; 
 For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 
 God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 
 

Liturgist: Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 
♫ My heart has now become Your dwelling, 
 O blessed, holy Trinity.  
 With angels I, Your praises telling, 
 Shall live in joy eternally.  
 Lord, may Your body and Your blood 
 Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Liturgist:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:  
800 - “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
June 2, 2025 

 

 

OFFERING DESIGNATION 
Since this is the Communion Service of the Great Lakes Delegate 
Conference, the Conference designates where the offerings are to be 
given by motion.  Our offerings this evening will be directed toward – 
The Public Ministry Preparation Fund.  
 
 

 



HYMN SHEET 
 

PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP  
 

PRAYER BEFORE RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
Lord God, you do not desire the death of the sinner, but would have him 
turn from his evil way and live.  I come to you confessing that I have 
sinned and deserve only Your anger and punishment. But I cling to Your 
mercy in Christ Jesus, my Lord, who gave himself for my redemption. 
Lord, grant that I may always believe this and never doubt. Grant that in 
this faith I may go to Your altar and receive the body and blood which 
Your Son has given for my salvation, and praise, laud and honor Your love 
and mercy all the days of my life. Hear me for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, my Redeemer and Savior. Amen.  
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
I give you thanks and praise, Almighty, everlasting god, heavenly Father, 
for this your divine love that has again enabled me to receive the body 
and blood of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord. I humbly ask that you 
would fill me with the power of the Holy Spirit that through this 
Sacrament which I have received with both mouth and by faith that I may 
always retain and possess the treasures of Your grace, even the 
forgiveness of sins and unity with Christ and eternal life. Let this enable 
me to walk in the footsteps of my Lord Jesus, doubting nothing and 
trusting that you will give to me and all who trust in Him the crown of 
everlasting life. Hear me, heavenly Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ my 
Lord and Savior. Amen.  
 

HYMN                         CHRIST TRIUMPHANT, EVER REIGNING 

1. Christ triumphant, ever reigning, Savior, Master, King! Lord of 
heaven, our lives sustaining, hear us as we sing: Yours the glory 
and the crown, the high renown, the eternal name! 
 

2. Word incarnate, truth revealing, Son of Man on earth! Power 
and majesty concealing by Your humble birth: Yours the glory and 
the crown, the high renown, the eternal name! 
 

3. Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, victim crucified! Death is 
through the cross defeated, sinners justified: Yours the glory and 
the crown, the high renown, the eternal name! 
 

4. Priestly king, enthroned forever high in heaven above!  Sin and 
death and hell shall never stifle hymns of love: Yours the glory and 
the crown, the high renown, the eternal name! 



 

5. So, our hearts and voices raising through the ages long, 
Ceaselessly upon You gazing, this shall be our song: Yours the 
glory and the crown, the high renown, the eternal name! 
 

HYMN           GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE 

1. God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to 
save That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life 
receive. 
 

2. Christ Jesus is the Ground of faith, Who was made flesh and 
suffered death; All that confide in Him alone Are built on this chief 
Corner-stone. 
 

3. God would not have the sinner die, His Son with saving grace is 
nigh, His Spirit in the Word doth teach How man the blessed goal 
may reach. 
 

4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son Forgives all sins which thou 
hast done; Thou'rt justified by Jesus' blood, Thy Baptism grants 
the highest good. 
 

5. If thou be sick, if death draw near, This truth thy troubled heart 
can cheer: Christ Jesus saves my soul from death, That is the 
firmest ground of faith. 
 

6. Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! To 
Thee, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 
 

THE OFFERING HYMN                                              (TLH 207:2-4) 
♫  Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious! Thanks to Thee, O Lord of 
Life! Death hath now no power o'er us, Thou hast conquered in 
the strife. Thanks because Thou didst arise And hast opened 
Paradise! None can fully sing the glory Of the resurrection story. 
 

♫  Though I be by sin o'ertaken, Though I lie in helplessness, 
Though I be by friends forsaken And must suffer sore distress, 
Though I be despised, contemned, And by all the world 
condemned, Though the dark grave yawn before me, Yet the light 
of hope shines o'er me. 
 

♫  Thou hast died for my transgression, All my sins on Thee were 
laid; Thou hast won for me salvation, On the cross my debt was 
paid. From the grave I shall arise And shall meet Thee in the skies. 
Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory. 
 

 



HYMN                      CHURCH OF GOD, ELECT AND GLORIOUS 
1. Church of God, elect and glorious, Holy nation, chosen race; 
Called as God’s own special people, Royal priests and heirs of 
grace: Know the purpose of your calling, Show to all His mighty 
deeds; Tell of love that knows no limits, Grace that meets all 
human needs.  
 

2. God has called you out of darkness Into His most marv’lous 
light; Brought His truth to life within you, Turned your blindness 
into sight. Let your light so shine around you That God’s name is 
glorified; And all find fresh hope and purpose In Christ Jesus 
crucified.  
 

3. Once you were an alien people, Strangers to God’s heart of 
love; But He brought you home in mercy, Citizens of heav’n 
above. Let His love flow out to others, Let them feel a Father’s 
care; That they too may know His welcome And His countless 
blessings share.  
 

4. Church of god, elect and holy, Be the people He intends; Strong 
in faith and swift to answer Each command your master sends: 
Royal priests, fulfil your calling Through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service Sing  His praise, His love declare.  
 

HYMN                        GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING 
1. Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. Waking, 
sleeping, I am with you; You are My own. In My love’s baptismal 
river I have made you Mine forever. God, My children, with My 
blessing – You are My own.  
 

2. Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. Here you 
learned how much I love you, What I can cure. Here you heard My 
dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory. Go, My 
children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.  
 

3. Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me; Grow in love 
and love by serving, Joyful and free. Here My Spirit’s power filled 
you; Here His tender comfort stilled you. Go, My Children, fed and 
nourished, joyful and free. 
 

4. I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; I the Lord 
will smile upon you And give you peace: I the Lord will be your 
Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. Go, My children; I will 
keep you And give you peace. Amen.  
 


