“Fven now,” declares the Lorb,
“return to me with all your heart”

ASH WEDNESDAY
Luther Memorial Church........ February 18, 2026

oy ot

=



LUTHER MEMORIAL CHURCH

A Congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession

134 215 Street @ Fond du Lac, Wisconsin e fdllutheran.com
Divine Worship. . .. 6:00pm
Andrew A. Schaller, Pastor
Church: (920) 922-7421
Cell: (605) 880-7886

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 18, 2026

RETURN

wr

ILOIRID

LENTEN ADDRESS

(Pastor)

OPENING HYMN: 179 = “On my Heart Imprint Thine Image”

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen

RESPONSIVE READING
Pastor: To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.

Congregation: O my God, In You | trust.

Pastor: Let me not be put to shame;

Congregation: let not my enemies exult over me.
Pastor: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame;

Congregation: they shall be ashamed who are shamelessly
deceitful.

Pastor: Make me to know Your ways, O LORD;
Congregation: teach me Your paths.
Pastor: Lead me in Your truth and teach me,

Congregation: For You are the God of my salvation; for You | wait
all the day long.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Pastor: Let us now confess our sins to our heavenly Father, asking Him
for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.



http://www.calvary.clclutheran.org/

All: 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins in
thought, word, and deed with which | have offended You. By
nature, | am sinful and unclean. Time and again | have not
responded to Your call to return to You and to walk in Your ways.
Although | justly deserve Your punishment in time and for
eternity, | am truly sorry for my transgressions and sincerely
repent of them. In Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, forgive me all my
sins, and by the working of the Holy Spirit direct me to walk in
Your loving ways.

Pastor: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Congregation: (Spoken) ”Amen.”

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Congregation: (Spoken) ”Amen.”

Pastor: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of

our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go
in peace.

Congregation: (spoken) ”Amen.”

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER (Pastor)

O Lord, You bid Your people return to You in repentance and have
promised forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Grant that, forgiven and
free, we may live each day in joyful hope as Your beloved children; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



EPISTLE LESSON 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:10
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. 2! For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive
the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
“In a favorable time | listened to you,

and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation. 3 We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault
may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, °beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ® by purity, knowledge, patience,
kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right
hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through
slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;
9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as
punished, and yet not killed; 1°as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing
everything.*

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21
Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven.

2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they
may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received
their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, #so that your giving may
be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.



>“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have
received their reward. ® But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others.
Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. ¥’ But when you
fast, anoint your head and wash your face, '8 that your fasting may
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

1%“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 2°but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2! For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”*

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to You, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

HYMN: 329 - “From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee”
THE SERMON: JOEL 2:12-19

12“yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; **and rend
your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. ¥* Who knows whether
he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God?

15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn
assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let
the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber.
17 Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers
of the Lord, weep and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and make
not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why
should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”

18Then the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his
people. ¥ The Lord answered and said to his people, “Behold, | am
sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and |
will no more make you a reproach among the nations. *

A CALL TO RETURN

THE OFFERINGS OF THANKFUL HEARTS

We express our thanksgiving for what the Savior Jesus has done for us by
supporting His Work with our time, talents and gifts. Should you wish to
leave a gift, there are offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary.




THE OFFERING HYMN (WS 789:1-2,5)
Jl Consider how the birds above Feed day by day with care-free
ease — Does God not keep them in His love? Are we not worth
much more than these?

J] See how the lilies do not toil, They grow with fair fragility; If
God clothes these which quickly spoil, Will He not clothe both you
and me?

J] Seek first God’s Kingdom and His grace His holy Name in all you
do: Christ first and last in ev’ry place; All else will then be given
you.

PRAYER(S)

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT:
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly good, right and spiritually beneficial that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father,
Almighty and Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, into
whose hands You gave the awesome task of perfectly fulfilling Your
holy Law, and yet offering Himself as the one and only sacrifice
sufficient to redeem mankind. Into Your hands He commended His life
so that from His hands we might receive eternal life.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”



Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
Congregation: “Amen, Come, Lord Jesus.”

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT:

In the early church, Communion was thought of so
highly that no one except confirmed members of the
church were allowed even to watch it. This practice
was more strict than necessary, of course. But the
early church did understand something that many
today do not: that Communion was never intended
for indiscriminate use by everyone, but was restricted
to those who are properly prepared. If you have
never communed with us before, and desire the benefits of the Lord's
Supper, please set up an appointment with the pastor to discuss how you
can prepare properly. The Lord’s Supper will be received standing or
seated in the pews. You are asked to dispose of the empties in one
of the disposals near the front of the sanctuary.

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, as You call us to
repentance and to prayer, with faith and hope we turn to You, the source
of mercy and love. Remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PASSION HISTORY READING
THE BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Congregation: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: 351 - “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”




Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this evening in Jesus’
name. We are glad that you have come to worship with us and
hope that you will return again. If you have any questions or are
interested in learning more about the Scriptures, please either
speak with the pastor or with an usher on the way out.



RETURN TO THE LORD

February 18, 2026 — A Call to Return

Pastor Andrew Schaller

Joel 2:12-19; 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6,1-21
179 329 789 (1-2,5) 351

February 25, 2026 — Return from False Witness
Pastor Andrew Schaller

Matthew 26:57-68; Psalm 27:11-14; Acts 22:12-16
151 723 145

March 4, 2026 — Return from Denial

Pastor Luke Bernthal

Luke 22:54-62; Isaiah 59:1-3,12-13; 1 Peter 5:6-10
565 179 153

March 11, 2026 -- Return from Betrayal

Pastor Mike Gurath

John 18:1-11; Acts 3:14-19; 2 Samuel 15:12, 17:1-4
159 760 158

March 18, 2026 — Return to Prayer

Pastor Terrel Kesterson

Matthew 26:36-46; Genesis 32:22-30; Romans 8:22-28
142:1-3; 456 159

March 25, 2026 — Return to the Kingdom of God
Pastor Andrew Schaller

John 18:12-14, 28-38; Isaiah 53:1-3; 1 Timothy 2:1-7
721 400 153

Maundy Thursday — Return to the Table

Pastor Andrew Schaller

Mark 14:12-26; Exodus 24:3-11; Psalm 116:12-19
310 311 313
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HYMN SHEET

PRAYERS BEFORE WORSHIP

PRAYER BEFORE RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT

Lord God, you do not desire the death of the sinner, but would have him
turn from his evil way and live. | come to you confessing that | have
sinned and deserve only Your anger and punishment. But | cling to Your
mercy in Christ Jesus, my Lord, who gave himself for my redemption.
Lord, grant that | may always believe this and never doubt. Grant that in
this faith | may go to Your altar and receive the body and blood which
Your Son has given for my salvation, and praise, laud and honor Your love
and mercy all the days of my life. Hear me for the sake of Jesus Christ,
Your Son, my Redeemer and Savior. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT

| give you thanks and praise, Almighty, everlasting god, heavenly Father,
for this your divine love that has again enabled me to receive the body
and blood of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord. | humbly ask that you
would fill me with the power of the Holy Spirit that through this
Sacrament which | have received with both mouth and by faith that | may
always retain and possess the treasures of Your grace, even the
forgiveness of sins and unity with Christ and eternal life. Let this enable
me to walk in the footsteps of my Lord Jesus, doubting nothing and
trusting that you will give to me and all who trust in Him the crown of
everlasting life. Hear me, heavenly Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ my
Lord and Savior. Amen.

HYMN ON MY HEART IMPRINT THINE IMAGE
1. On my heart imprint Thine image, Blessed Jesus, King of Grace,
That life's riches, cares, and pleasures Have no power Thee to
efface. This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, Is my
life, my hope's Foundation, And my Glory and Salvation.

HYMN FROM DEPTHS OF WOE | CRY TO THEE
1. From depths of woe | cry to Thee, Lord, hear me, | implore Thee.
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me, My prayer let come before
Thee. If Thou rememberest each misdeed, If each should have its
rightful meed, Who may abide Thy presence?




2. Thy love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail To break sin's dread
oppression. Before Thee none can boasting stand, But all must
fear Thy strict demand And live alone by mercy.

3. Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in mine own merit; It
rests upon His faithful Word To them of contrite spirit That He is
merciful and just; This is my comfort and my trust. His help | wait
with patience.

4. And though it tarry till the night And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might Nor count itself forsaken.
Do thus, O ye of Israel's seed, Ye of the Spirit born indeed; Wait
for your God's appearing.

5. Though great our sins and sore our woes, His grace much more
aboundeth; His helping love no limit knows, Our utmost need it
soundeth. Our shepherd good and true is He, Who will at last His
Israel free From all their sin and sorrow.

THE OFFERING HYMN (WS 789:1-2,5)

J] Consider how the birds above Feed day by day with care-free
ease — Does God not keep them in His love? Are we not worth
much more than these?

J] See how the lilies do not toil, They grow with fair fragility; If
God clothes these which quickly spoil, Will He not clothe both you
and me?

J} Seek first God’s Kingdom and His grace His holy Name in all you
do: Christ first and last in ev’ry place; All else will then be given
you.

HYMN LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVE EXCELLING
1. Love Divine, all love excelling, Joy of heaven, to earth come
down, Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies
crown. Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love
Thou art; Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, oh, breathe Thy loving Spirit Into every troubled
breast; Let us all in Thee inherit, Let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; End of faith
as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.



3. Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive. Suddenly
return and never, Nevermore, Thy temples leave. Thee we would
be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, Pray and
praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.

4. Finish, then, Thy new creation; Pure and spotless let us be. Let
us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee, Changed
from glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place, Till we cast
our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise. Amen.



